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The Jubilee Prayer

Father in heaven,

may the faith you have given us

in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled

in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope

for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both
humanity and the whole cosmos

in the sure expectation

of a new heaven and a new earth,

when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,

be glory and praise for ever.

Amen
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Over the past three years since covid, members of our
parish have participated in on going rich synod
conversations about our life and mission in Glasgow.

This short document attempts to catch the spirit of those
conversations and articulate our aspirations for the future.

What is the mission of the Church in Glasgow today with
its ancient Christian roots, yet where so many of the
baptised have lost a living sense of the faith, or even no
longer consider themselves members of the Church, and
live a life far removed from Christ and his Gospel?’

Many of the baptised live as if Christ did not exist. Many
baptised Christians do not have a living faith and a life-
giving relationship with Jesus Christ, their Saviour. There
is indifference to questions of faith, a lack of familiarity
with the core Christian message, an increasingly
materialistic outlook amongst many people, and sometimes
an outright hostility to religion or to people of faith.

Over the past 20 years, Mass attendance in the Archdiocese
of Glasgow has dropped from 60,000 to less than 23,000.

This downward trend is clearly visible in St Aloysius. On
the weekend of 27/28 Jan 2024, a Mass count was taken in
St Aloysius’, 392 people —=
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This is the age of the nones — those who tick none of the
above when asked for their religious affiliation. This is the
world in which God has destined us to live

“The church exists to evangelize.” (Pope Paul VI)

“The proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ is the
very foundation of its life and purpose,” according to Pope
Francis.

“A Church which doesn’t have the proclamation of the
Good News of Jesus Christ as the foundation of its life and
purpose will be swept away like grains of sand”

In ten years’ time, where shall we be in St Aloysius?

“Dear Lord, let me preach you without preaching,
not by words but by my example,
by the catching force, the sympathetic influence of what I do, the

evident  fullness of the love my heart bears to you. Amen.”
(Saint Teresa of Calcutta from a

prayer by Saint John Henry Newman.)

Developing a ministry of evangelisation in our church
There are many different ways of evangelizing, but in each
the message of God’s love for the world revealed in Jesus is
made known so that people respond and become part of
God’s Church, i.e. that community of disciples which
participates in the mission of God.

Catholic evangelisation is particularly shaped by a belief in
the converting power of liturgy and the sacraments, an
emphasis on the beauty and attraction of holiness, an
understanding of evangelisation as an accompanied



journey, a passionate concern for justice, and a conviction
that coming to Christ also means being part of the Church.

Many people have little or no understanding of the
Christian Faith. For these, becoming a Christian will be
like a journey. Therefore, the ministry of evangelisation is
best understood as helping people make the journey.

The journey starts where people are and with their
concerns and perplexities. This is the model Jesus gave us
when on the road to Emmaus he began by asking: ‘What are
you discussing while you walk along?’ (Luke 24: 17)

A programme of evangelisation encourages people to begin
the journey.

The best evangelisation is ordinary people witnessing to
Christ by the lives they lead. This happens when people
are given help to grow in their faith and discipleship, and to
discover their share in the mission of God.

Catholic evangelisation is gentle and alluring. The truth
and beauty of the gospel are seen in the life of the Church,
through its members and through its service to the
community. People are attracted to this and are then

accompanied on a journey that leads to Christ and is lived
out in the Church.
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In his Spiritual Exercises, St Ignatius
invites us to stand before Jesus on the
cross and ask ourselves three
questions:

What have I done for Christ?
What am I doing for Christ?
What ought I to do for Christ?

The Jesuits have been in Glasgow
since 1859, serving the Church and
the people. We are committed to
continuing that service through our
Jesuit parish and school, through our Ignatian Spirituality
Centre and by working together for the greater glory of
God. Underpinning all our works are the Spiritual
Exercise of St Ignatius which remain our tool for
evangelisation.

St Aloysius is a church in the city centre. We seek to be a
beacon of light in the heart of Glasgow, a community of
faith, of action and of hope where we meet Christ in word
and sacrament and come in touch with the source of the
Church’s life that we might bring that life to others.

We wish to place mission and evangelisation at the heart of
everything we do and so become a centre of missionary
activity.

As a community we need to shape, formulate, and
implement initiatives and ideas for evangelisation.



We wish to establish a parish evangelisation group to
explore and develop evangelising opportunities in the city
centre and to provide training and formation for mission

We recognise the need to be in contact with the homes and

the lives of the people living within the boundaries of the
parish in Cowcaddens, Woodlands and Garnethill.

We recognise the need to be aware of the changing
demographic of our parish.

We are aware of the changing circumstances in which the
city parishes in Glasgow find themselves. City living is
now back in vogue and many building sites for apartments
are planned or underway.

We are aware of so many Young Adults living in the City
Centre and the significant number who regularly attend
Mass here . We seek to develop a ministry of welcome and
outreach, of listening and conversation to young adults
living within the boundaries of our parish

Many visitors are drawn by the beauty of the building
This is an opportunity for us to engage imaginatively with
such people and to promote Living Stone Evangelization
through Art: “If a pagan asks you to show him your faith, take
him into church and show him the icons and explain the series of
religious paintings to him.” (St. John of Damascus)

We recognise that our location has been very good for
Night Fever and Glasgow Doors Open Days Festival and
are encouraged that the other parishes in our Pastoral Area
are eager to support the development of Night Fever in St
Aloysius.



We recognise also the possibility of Evangelisation
through Music. St Aloysius is a place whose acoustic
rings so often with the sound of glorious music. We
wish to ensure the future of the strong musical
tradition at St Aloysius. We are delighted regularly to
welcome and host concerts which bring joy and
inspiration to the wider community in Glasgow.

We delight in the possibilities of Interreligious and
Ecumenical dialogue in the city centre and see it as part of
the Church’s evangelising mission,

We hear the call of Deaf Catholics and Hard of Hearing
people for participation in the life of the Church. We wish
to support the Sacramental and pastoral care of deaf
persons.

Our city centre location helps for effective outreach to
refugees and asylum seekers. Some 50 persons come on
weekday mornings to learn English at our ESOL group.
The Church has also been a very good location for a Warm
Winter Hub which has regularly attracted 20+people on
Wednesday evenings.

The Public Life Group in St Aloysius advocates for life and
justice issues particularly in the current debate about
assisted dying in Scotland.

We recognise our responsibility to “listen to the cry of the
earth and the cry of the poor” to care for our common

home. and respond positively to the challenges of Laudato
Si.
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Parish Pastoral Evangelisation Council

The aim of the Parish
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We will do this by

, collaborating with the other
parishes in our pastoral area and deanery to become a centre
of missionary activity.

The council will meet every other month and focus its
effort on a practical fundamental question to do with
evangelization and mission:

How do we witness as a parish and proclaim our faith to:
... those who have never heard of Christ?

... those who have ceased walking with Christ?

... those with whom we worship Christ?

Building on our synod conversations, the task of the Parish
Pastoral Evangelisation Council is to work co-operatively
with the priests and parishioners, to assist the entire parish
community by placing mission and evangelisation at the
heart of everything we do to enable parishioners to exercise
their call to be missionary disciples and equip our Parish to

reach out to those beyond the Church.



The Parish Pastoral Evangelisation Council will conduct its
proceedings through a synodal process of Lectio Divina and
prayer, discerning needs and priorities, and sharing
practical wisdom and experience in order to develop the
mission, life and well-being of this Jesuit parish in the
years to come.

The members of the Parish Pastoral Evangelisation

Council are Fr Gerard Mitchell, S.J, Father Laco Sulik, S.],
Anne Muldoon, Ben Woods, Kirsten Anderson, Anne
Walker and Mary-Jo Hillier.

During this Holy Year as Pilgrims of Hope and in
conversation with the other parishes of the Jesuit Province
in Edinburgh, Preston, Stonyhurst, Walm Lane, Stamford
Hill, Southall and Farm Street in London we will consider
together what it means to belong to a parish and what our
role is in the world today. Building on the fruits of the
Church’s Synod journey we will listen to the signs of the
times and discern together how the Holy Spirit is inviting
us to be pilgrims of hope, extending the loving embrace and
message of Christ to all. We will gather the fruits of this
conversation together at a conference of Jesuit Parishes on
12-14 November, 2025.

In preparation for the Jesuit Parishes conference all are
invited to a Parish Meeting in the Ogilvie Centre on
Saturday 14 June 202s.



'AT YOUR SIDE'-
The Art of Accompaniment
“We need a Church capable of walking at people’s side...

a Church which accompanies them on their journey.”
(Pope Francis)

Saturday 14 June 2025
What it means to belong
to a Missionary Parish
Exploring practical tools

for mission and evangelisation
Led by Danny Curtin

" 10 am Arrivals & Coffee
" 1030am Session 1
" 1215pm Mass
" 1 pm Lunch
" 1.45pm Session 2
" 3.30pm End

Danny Curtin is the founder of the Catholic youth charity
Million Minutes, which has been supporting parishes and
communities to consider how they accompany young people since
2011. He is also a facilitator and coach, accompanying Church
organisations and charities as they develop their mission in the
world. He served as National President of the Young Christian
Workers (YCW) in England and Wales from 2005-2010. He will

be facilitating the Jesuit Parishes Conference in November.



Saint Aloysius’ is a parish of the Archdiocese of Glasgow,
founded and served by the Society of Jesus.
Registered Charity No. SCo1814o0.
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