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“Serve one another with whatever gift each  
of you has received.” 

[1Peter: 4:10] 
 



“…all things come to you, and of your own have we given you” 
[1 Chronicles 29: 14] 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
During October and November the parish will be running a 
“planned giving campaign”.  This is a time when everyone is 
asked to think about whether they are giving the right amount to 
their parish, which is important as parishes do not receive any 
direct financial support.  They are required to raise enough money 
to cover their costs themselves. 
 
Over the years parishioners and friends of St Aloysius have 
responded very generously to many appeals.   There was a 
wonderful response recently to the campaign to raise money for 
the  restoration of our beautiful church. 
 
However, over the years and, especially since COVID, it has 
become increasingly difficult to keep up with the rising costs of 
running the Church and providing the services in the way that we 
do. In broad terms, the weekly running costs of the Church are 
approximately £4000 but the income is approximately £3000. So 
weekly collections are not sufficient for us to sustain the parish 
and the Church and we will need to increase our income if we are 
to keep our parish in good financial health.  We are therefore 
asking for your help and for this reason the Parish Finance committee 
and I have therefore decided that the time has come to run a planned giving 
campaign. 
 

Can you help? 
Talking about money when times are so hard is extremely 
difficult and I would like to say loudly and clearly that I do not 
want anyone to give more than they can afford, particularly if 



you have been directly affected by the recession or if you are 
living on a small pension. 
 
But what this means is that we will need the help of those of 
you who are still in a reasonably strong financial 
position......perhaps because you are in a secure job or because 
your financial commitments have gone down over the last year 
or so.   

 
What Next? 

We will be focusing on this topic over the next couple of 
weekends and what I would like everyone to do is to fill in a 
form telling us what you feel able to give, as this will enable 
us to plan on a realistic basis.  You can, of course, do this at 
any time (using the form in the leaflet) but there will be an 
opportunity to complete a parish pledge card during the 
Mass on Sunday 2 November. 
 
Could I stress that you can simply write down what you give 
now if that is all you can afford.  But if you can contribute a 
bit more, it will make a real difference and there will no 
problem about changing the amount that you give if, for 
example, your circumstances change.  All I can ask is that you 
do what you can and, if this happens, I have no doubt that 
the parish will raise the money that it needs. 
 

With thanks for whatever support you are able to give and 
every blessing. 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Fr Gerard Mitchell S.J. 
 



What does my parish mean to me? 

❖ Our parish relies on offertory collections to maintain and 
grow our mission. We do not receive funding from the 
government, the Vatican or the diocese. 
 

❖ As stewards of this parish, we are each responsible for the 
upkeep of our parish, with a duty to pass it on to future 
generations. 

 

❖ What you decide to give is your personal choice. 
 

❖ Whatever you decide, the amount should suit your 
circumstances and be meaningful to you. The table below can 
help you to work out the percentages if you wish. 
 

 

Did you know that we have a Contactless  
card machine at the church entrance? 

 

You can also donate  
online by following  
this QR code. 

 

And don’t forget to  
Gift Aid if you can! 
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