
NEWSLETTER 

 

7th – 13th February 2021 

This week: 

Sunday 7th February 5th Sunday of the Year 

Monday 8th February St Josephine Bakhita  

Tuesday 9th February Feria 

Wednesday 10th February St Scholastica 

Thursday 11th February Our Lady of Lourdes 

Friday 12th February Feria 

Saturday 13th February Feria 

 
St Aloysius, 25 Rose Street, Glasgow 

Tel 0141 332 3039 
Email: Staloysius.garnethill@rcag.org 

www.staloysiusglasgow.org 
 

Weekly Sunday Mass on YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-GPleOdFrbiCLvmqTVgIIg 

mailto:Staloysius.garnethill@rcag.org
http://www.staloysiusglasgow.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-GPleOdFrbiCLvmqTVgIIg


Please pray for a number of people associated with  

St Aloysius Church who have died recently …  

James Brennan,  

Paul Donnelly  

Elizabeth Abraham. 

May they rest in Peace   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ 

It is a week dominated by four women of the Church…! 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes (11th February) 

 

This Feast commemorates the eighteen appearances 

of Our Lady to St Bernadette in 1858 at her home 

in the south of France, close to the border with Spain.  

 

Our Lady called for pilgrims to pray  and do penance. 

A little introduction to Bernadette’s life can be seen at 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixhf8qTv8pw 

 

Pope John Paul II dedicated this feast as a 

World Day of Prayer for all who are Sick, a 

poignant feast this year given the ravages of the 

pandemic. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixhf8qTv8pw


Saint Josephine Bakhita (8th February) 

Josephine  was born around 1869 in 

the Darfur region of Sudan. In 

1877, she was kidnapped by Arab 

slave traders. And over the next 12 

years, she would be bought, sold and 

given away over a dozen times. She 

died in a convent in Italy in 1947. She 

was canonized in 2000 by Pope John 

Paul II. She is the patron saint of Sudan 

and of  all women and men who have been trafficked or enslaved.  

Please remember the work of the St Aloysius Parish ESOL 

School who have continued to minister to refugees and asylum 

seekers in our city during the pandemic. People from the Darfur 

region also continue to suffer today and arrive in our midst in 

Glasgow. https://www.facebook.com/StAloysiusGlasgow/posts/1028193001038758?__tn__=K-R  

This is a link to a little video on Bakhita’s life… https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwbOZGfJYQ4     

You can read her life story more fully  here. https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=5601 

 

St Scholastica was the twin-

sister of St Benedict and she is regarded as 

the founder of the various of Benedictine 

nuns around the world. Closest to home in the 

Benedictine tradition are the Tyburn Nuns down in 

Largs… A little video   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chugXdOX9og 

 
Somewhat exotically, in Oxford, on the 10th February 1355, some students complained about the 

quality of ale in an Oxford tavern, and in a tense situation of distrust between townspeople and the 

university, this became an excuse for a pitched battle between 

armed groups.  The students  came off worst in the battle, and 

sixty three of their number were killed.  It became known as the 

St Scholastica’s Day Riot. An annual penance was imposed 

on the town: each year, on 10th February, the mayor, bailiffs and sixty townspeople 

were to attend a Mass at the University Church of St Mary in central Oxford  for 

those killed; the town was also made to pay the university a fine of one penny for each 

scholar killed. The practice continued until 1825! In 1955—the 600th anniversary of 

the riot—in an act of reconciliation the Mayor of Oxford was given an honorary 

degree and the vice-chancellor was made an honorary freeman of the city.  

https://www.facebook.com/StAloysiusGlasgow/posts/1028193001038758?__tn__=K-R
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwbOZGfJYQ4
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=5601
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chugXdOX9og


 

Which leads, quite naturally, onto …  
 

The International Day of Human Fraternity  
Lest you missed it, in this last week (4th February) was the International 

Day of Human Fraternity (a little video will give an 

introduction)  https://vimeo.com/506194395 .On the 

left of the photo to the right is Prof Fr Michael 

Barnes SJ who teaches Inter-religious relations 

at the University of Roehampton.  Between 

2007 and 2009 he was engaged in developing 

Faiths Together, an innovative educational 

project promoted inter-religious dialogue in the  Britain.  

 https://www.jesuit.org.uk/blog/reflections-faith-and-harmony-amid-violence-and-pandemic 
 

 

Lent Retreat 
Rolling-in over the horizon is the Lenten retreat! Fr David Birchall SJ 

at the Ignatian Spirituality Centre here in Glasgow has once more 

taken the lead on creating the 

programme. The overall theme 

is ‘Knowing Jesus’. Beginning 

on Ash Wednesday (17th 

February) and there will be 

daily resources for meditation 

and prayer. People can explore 

the resources, sign up for daily 

emails and you can sign up for a 

weekly sharing group which will 

take place by Zoom. To enter into the options perhaps go to the Jesuit 

Province prayer website and follow the options through  
https://www.pathwaystogod.org/lent-retreat-2021 

https://vimeo.com/506194395
https://www.jesuit.org.uk/blog/reflections-faith-and-harmony-amid-violence-and-pandemic
https://www.pathwaystogod.org/lent-retreat-2021


<-  With the beginning of the month of February, Pope’s 

Francis’ monthly video https://thepopevideo.org/ as the 

panel to the left indicates the theme of praying for  

Women who are the Victims of Violence  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sisters from St 

Elizabeth Convent who 

have been regular visitors to 

St Aloysius selling icons and religious gifts to 

further their ministry in troubled Belorussia… they 

have a short video of their singing on YouTube…  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d14fBmk81YU 

 

 
 

 

And finally, from Hollywood, the ever-impressive  

Denzel Washington gave this recent interview to the 

Financial Times about his work, his life, his faith… and on 

stealing from Steven Spielberg…  
https://on.ft.com/3c5vmSo 
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